
 
  

                
December 17, 2007 
 
Dear PCPF Community Member: 
 
Have you heard about our reunion celebration coming up in June 2008 in Panama?  Have 
you been spotted at a PCPF Happy Hour sporting some Panama gear?  Do you know about 
the amazing volunteer projects you have supported this year, from turtle hatcheries to 
latrines?  As we come upon the New Year, we’d like to share with you what an exciting year it 
has been for PCPF, and what is to come in the upcoming year. 

Major highlights of 2007: 

• Plans for the Peace Corps “45 Years in Panama – 25 Years of Service” celebration 
June 25 – 29, 2008, are underway!  PCPF has partnered with the Peace Corps office 
in Panama to bring you activities such as cultural dinners, visits to Peace Corps 
Volunteers’ villages, a formal reception, plus much, much more.  Event details at 

www.panama.makeswebsites.comwww.panama.makeswebsites.comwww.panama.makeswebsites.comwww.panama.makeswebsites.com.  We hope to see you there! 

• Reviewing who we are and who we serve!  We’ve strengthened our commitment to 
international service and understanding, supporting the Peace Corps mission in 
Panama, and sharing knowledge of Panama and the Peace Corps with others through 
communications, fundraising and social networking. 

• New members have joined the Directiva!  We are pleased to welcome Panama 
RPCVs Jaime Holland to our Fundraising, Events and Special Projects team, Scott 
Overdyke and Jenni Keller to our web team! 

• El Bochinche celebrates its 2nd year as an online newsletter!  We currently have 798 
subscribers, and continue to bring you more news from Panama, more news from your 
fellow PCPFers and more news about ways that you can stay involved.  You can join 

the El Bo mailing list via our PCPF home page:  www.panamapcv.netwww.panamapcv.netwww.panamapcv.netwww.panamapcv.net.  We do not 
share or publish email addresses; you can unsubscribe at any time. 

• Calendar sales sky-rocket!  All proceeds support Super Small Project Assistance 
Grants which are awarded through the volunteer group VAC. 

• The PCPF social network continues to grow!  We have hosted two Happy Hours in 
Washington, DC and one in California with RPCVs.  Think about hosting a Happy 
Hour or Potluck in your area! 

In light of all that we’ve accomplished in 2007, we hope that during this time of giving you 
will keep Peace Corps Panama Friends in mind.  All donations help fund volunteer projects, 
member events or our small administrative costs.  If you would like to designate a specific 
purpose for your donation, please let us know.  

Thank you for your years of service and for your continued support of Peace Corps Panama 
Friends.  We look forward to seeing you at the next PCPF event, and wish you, your family and 
loved ones a good holiday season! 
 
Sinceramente, 
 
      Bud Keith,  PCPF President 
      President@panamapcv.net 
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Please update your contact 
information either through 
this mailing or on our 
website at 
www.panamapcv.netwww.panamapcv.netwww.panamapcv.netwww.panamapcv.net 
Please be sure to include an 
email address if you have 
one! 

 

 

We are an alumni 
organization composed 

primarily of Peace Corps 
Volunteers and Staff who 
served in Panama.  We 
also welcome others who 
are interested in Panama 
and share the goals of the 

Peace Corps.  As a 
501(c)(3) non-profit 

organization, our purpose 
is to help our members 

continue their commitment 
to international service and 
understanding, support the 

Peace Corps mission in 
Panama, and share 

knowledge of Panama and 
the Peace Corps with 

others. 
 



 
Through your generous donations, Peace Corps Panama Friends has donated nearly $5,000$5,000$5,000$5,000 support  support  support  support to 
volunteers in Panama through Peace Corps Partnership Projects in 2007. Your donations continue your 
commitment to Peace Corps and Panama, and we hope that this commitment is a life long one. We hope 
that 2008 will be an even greater success! 

 
Here are some of the projects that you helped fund in 2007: 
    

School Library Construction:School Library Construction:School Library Construction:School Library Construction: El Cortezo is a rural community located inside the 
buffer zone of the La Tronosa Forestry Reserve. The local school has very few 
resources. Students often quit school after sixth grade because families do not have 
enough money to send them to secondary schools in the neighboring town. Currently 
there is a lack of space for students to access what little resources the school owns. This 
project consists of the construction of a small school library. Peace Corps Partnership 
funds are needed to purchase materials for the construction of the school library, as 
well as new books and a computer.  
 
Dock and Park Construction:Dock and Park Construction:Dock and Park Construction:Dock and Park Construction: The community of Punta Alegre relies almost 
exclusively on materials and goods brought by boat as there are no other means of 

transport for the residents of Peninsula Valiente. Everything from the schools food and teaching materials to possible future projects 
depends on the existence of a functional and safe dock. The objectives of this project are two-fold: first to complete an approximately 
160 foot dock and secondly to construct a small park around the entrance of the dock to include a local trash pickup and cleanup 
committee. 
 
Turtle Conservation Hatchery:Turtle Conservation Hatchery:Turtle Conservation Hatchery:Turtle Conservation Hatchery: There is a need for an upgraded sea turtle hatchery at 
Barqueta Beach in the Panamanian community of Los Pocitos. The current hatchery consists 
of four wooden posts surrounded by several fishing nets. The hatchery is too small to safely 
hold the amount of nests recovered during a season. If sea turtle eggs are exposed to the 
eggshells of hatched sea turtles, they can become infected with fatal bacteria. Constructing 
a larger, portable hatchery will decrease the risk of exposure to potentially fatal bacteria. 
Additional space will allow for more nests to be collected, thereby reducing the amount of 
poaching and predation to sea turtle nests that would otherwise remain vulnerable.  
 
Rice Peeling Machine:Rice Peeling Machine:Rice Peeling Machine:Rice Peeling Machine: One of the tasks of the local agricultural cooperative “El Despertar 
Campesino,” (the awakening of the peasants), is to offer mutually agreed upon services to 
improve the quality of life for the producers of northern Veraguas. The cooperative operates in several communities, and has three 
large country style stores which serve roughly 3000 people. The average Panamanian family in the area consumes roughly 100 

pounds of rice a week, the preparation time for that amount of rice taking 
twenty-four hours. The rice peeler will sit atop a 4x4 truck that will visit local 
communities on a regular basis, offering affordable rice pealing. This service will 
improve the quality of lives of local families, as well as providing an additional 
income stream to the cooperative. 
 
Cacao Agroforestry Project:Cacao Agroforestry Project:Cacao Agroforestry Project:Cacao Agroforestry Project: This project is designed to address the needs of 
small, organic cacao producers in the Bocas del Toro region, of the Republic of 
Panamá. The project objective is to provide technical and on-hand training to 21 
cacao producers in methods of production of cacao, management within an 
agroforestry system, and organic fertilizers through a series of eight seminars 
conducted by a local expert Orlando Lozada. Cacao and bananas are the 
primary sources of livelihood for most of the small, indigenous communities in 
Bocas del Toro. More importantly, they are a source of income which allows 

successful producers to remain within their communities, to preserve their cultures and 
traditions, and to use their land in a sustainable manner.  

 
 

Join us for our Reunion in Panama City 
June 25 - 29, 2008 

45 Years in Panamá, 25 Years of Service 



 


